THE  Soldier  exhorted  to  Courage  in  the  Service 
of  his  KING  and  COUNTRY,  from  a  Senje  of 
GOD  and  Religion  • 
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£?£  0/  good  Courage,  and  let  us  behave  ourfelves 
valiantly  for  our  Teople  and  for  the  Cities  of 
of  our  GOD  ;  and  let  the  Lord  do  that  -which 
is  good  jn  his  Sight. 


|  f  ,  .  •  * 

&n  I  y '  jHE  great  and  alwife  GOD,  who  made  the  World 
1  and  all  Mankind,  exercifes  a  univerfal  Providence 
I  over  all.  There  is  nothing  done  either  in  Hea- 

®  -  ven  or  in  Earth,  but  what  is  open  to  his  Infpecr 

tion2  and  under  the  Influence  of  his  Government.  His 
Kingdom  is  a  univerfal  Kingdom,  his,  Empire  is  boundlefs, 
and  of  his  Government  there  is  no  End.  He  fupenntends 
all  the  Affairs  of  this  lower  World  ^  rules  over  Kingdoms 
snd  States,  fits  at  Helm  and  fleers  the  Courfe  of  all  •,  yea, 
rales’ the  Anions  of  Men  as  he  pleafes  2  For  fays  the  Pfah 
m  ift  f%£  LORD  koktth  from  HtavWy  he  Uhomth  act 

y  tht 
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the  Sons  of  Men .  From  the  Place  of  his  Habitation  he 
looketh  upon  all  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Earth.  He  fafhion- 
eth  their  Hearts  alike  :  he  conjidereth  all  their  Works.  * 
And  he  can  turn  the  Hearts  of  all  Men,  which  Way  lb- 
eve  r  he  pleafeth.  This  prefents  to  the  Godly  a  chearful 
Confideration,  that  GOD  governs  the  World*  and  that  in 
the  midft  of  all  the  Commotions  that  are  at  any  Time  in 
the  Earth,  they  have  nothing  to  fear  will  befall  them  •,  but 
what  GOD,  infinitely  wife  and  holy,  fhall  bring  to  pafs, 
and  over-rule  for  his  own  Glory,  and  the  Good  of  his 
People.  It  is  true,  as  the  Pfalmift  has  obferved,  Fhe  Foot 
hath  faid  in  his  Heart  there  is  no  GOD.  §  Pie  don’t  re¬ 
alize  his  Being  and  Government,  nor  defire  the  Knowledge 
thereof.  And  what  an  unhappy  Cafe  muft  fuch  needs  be 
in  ?  And  as  for  the  Notion  of  fuch,  who  fuppofe  GOD’s 
Government  and  Providence,  is  confined  to  the  upper 
World  only  ;  that  he  fits  in  the  third  Heavens,  and  com 
cerns  himfelf  wholly  with  them  that  furround  him  there  * 
but  as  for  this  World,  lets  it  alone,  lets  Things  go  on  at 
Random  ;  and  Kingdoms  and  Nations  carve  out  for  them- 
felves  as  they  pleafe  ;  what  a  melancholy  Scene  muft  this 
needs  open  to  rational  and  intelligent  Minds  ?  How  very 
deftrudtive  is  this  Notion  to  the  being  of  all  Religion  ?  It 
intirely  robs  GOD  of  all  that  Honour  and  Obedience  that 
is  juftly  due  to  his  facred  Majefty  ;  it  obftrufts  Prayer  •, 
prevents  all  Submiftion  to  adverfe  Providences,  as  coming 
from  GOD  ;  gives  no  Place  for  Repentance  and  Reforma¬ 
tion  ;  but  opens  a  Door  to  all  Manner  of  Licentioufnefs. 
But,  ’  Hefted  be  GOD,  we  are  better  taught,  we  are  divine¬ 
ly  inftru&eb,  we  are  aflured  that  as  GOD  made  the  World, 
and  caufed  it  to  be  inhabited  ;  fo  he  exercifes  a  univerfal 
Providence  over  all :  And  are  convinced  from  the  holy 
Oracles  of  Truth,  That  there  is  no  Nation  can  enjoy  Prof- 
perity  but  it  is  he  that  gives  it ;  and  there  is  no  Land  or 
People  called  to  meet  with  Trouble,  Wars,  and  Adverfky, 
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but  by  the  Leave,  Order,  and  Difpofe  of  his  Providence. 
And  this  Confideration  fhould  excite  reafonable  and  intelli¬ 
gent  Beings  to  ad  as  becomes  them,  to  acknowledge  GOD 
in  all  their  Ways,  to  glorify  Him  in  Frofperity,  to  fub- 
mit  to  Him  in  Adverfity,  to  make  their  Prayer  to  Him, 
put  their  Truft  and  Confidence  in  Him  ;  and  in  all. 
Times  of  Need  fervently  implore  his  divine  Prefence 
and  Bleiling.  And  this  it  is  probable  Ifrael  did  at  this 
Time,  when  they  went  out  in  their  own  Defence  againft 
the  Children  of  Ammon ,  and  their  hired  Forces,  as  in  our 
Context  :  Thus  it  feems  their  General  did  from  the  Words 
before  us,  Be  of  good  Courage  (fays  he)  and  let  us  behave 
ourf elves  valiantly  for  our  People,  and  for  the  Cities  of  our 
GOD  ;  and  let  the  LORD  do  that  which  is  good  in  his 
Sight .  The  Words  of  our  Text  were  fpoken  by  Joab, 
who  was  fent  out  by  King  David  to  head  the  Army  of 
Ifrael  in  theFicld  of  Battle.  And, it  is  moft  probable,  were 
dire&ed  more  efpecially  to  his  Brother  Abtfhai ,  who  was 
alfo  a  commanding  Officer  among  the  Hoft.  The  Oc~ 
cafion  of  this  War  here  fpoken  of  was  this  :  King  David , 
in  the  Days  of  Nahaflo  the  King  of  the  Children  of  Am¬ 
mon ,  having  received  Ivindnefs  from  him,  as  foon  as  he 
hears  of  his  Death,  fends  Meflengers  to  his  Son  Hanun , 
that  reigned  in  his  Stead,  to  comfort  him  under  the  Sor¬ 
rows  of  his  Father’s  Death.  Hanun,  being  evilly,  ad vifed 
by  his  Princes,*  and  told  that  the  Servants  of  King  David 
were  not  come  to  do  Honour  to  his  Father,  but  to  fpie 
but  his  Land,  abufes  the  MefTengers  of  King  David ,  by 
{having  their  Beards,  and  clipping  their  Garments,  which 
was  at  that  Day  a  Mark  of  great  Difgrace  among  that 
People.  Hanun,  fuppofing  that  this  Piece  of  Conduct  of 
his  might  be  refented  as  an-  Affront  to  King  David, 
diredtly  determines  to  engage  in  a  War  with  him  :  He 
lends  to  fome  of  the  neighbouring  Powers  that  were  in 
Friendfhip  and  Alliance  with  him  •,  hires  Chariots  and 
Horfemen,  to  goout  with  him  tq  Battle  againft  David  the 
King  of  Ifrael,  fee  the  6th  Verfe  of  our  Context,  And 
when  the  Children  of  Ammon  faw  that  they  bad  made  them - 
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/elves  odious  to  David ,  Hanun  and  the  Children  of  Ammon 
jent  a  thou/and 'Talents  of  Silver ,  to  hire  them  Chariots  and 
Horfemen  out  of  Mefopotamia ,  and  out  of  Syria ,  Maachah * 
and  out  of  Zobah.  So  they  hired  thirty  and  two  Thoufand 
Chariots ,  and  the  King  of  Maachah  and  his  People ,  who 
came  and  pitched  before  Medeba.  And  the  Children  of  Am- 
mon gathered  themfelves  together  from  their  Cities ,  and  came 
to  Battle.  Now  when  King  David  heard  of  this,  how 
Hanun  was  coming  againft  him  with  a  mighty  Army,  he 
mufters  all  the  Hoft  of  the  mightyMen  that  were  in  Ifrae ' , 
and  fends  them  forth  to  defend  his  own  Crown,  and  the 
Rights  and  Priviledges  of  his  People.  He  fends  them 
out  under  the  Hand  of  Joab,  who  was  the  Captain  of  11s 
Hoft,  and  the  chief  General  of  his  Army.  Joab  leads 
forth  the  Hoft,  and  when  he  faw  that  the  Battle  was  fit 
againft  him  before  and  behind,  he  chafe  out  of  alf  the 
Choice  of  Ifrael,  and  put  them  in  Array  againft  the  Syrians. 
And  the  Reft  of  the  People  he  delivered  unto  the  Hand  of 
Abifhai  his  Brother  •,  and  they  fet  themfelves  in  array  at¬ 
tain/}  the  Children  of  Ammon.  *  Joab  commands  a  Body 
of  the  Army  in  his  own  Perfon,  and  orders  his  Brother 
Abifhai  to  exercife  the  Reft.  He  gives  out  his  Orders  to 
him  in  thefe  Words  :  If  the  Syrians  be  too  Jlrong  for  me, 
then  thou  Jhalt  help  me  :  but  if  the  Children  of  Ammon  be 
too  firong  for  thee ,  then  1  will  help  thee.  %  And  to  ani¬ 
mate  his  Brother,  who  was  to  command  in  the  Army,  as 
well  as  to  fire  the  Soldiers  with  Zeal  for  Viftory  •,  he  ad- 
drefies  them  in  the  Words  of  our  Text  :  Be  of  good 
Courage  and  let  us  behave  ourfelves  valiantly  for  our  People 
and  for  the  Cities  of  our  God  ;  and  let  the  Lord  do  that 
which  is  good  in  his  Sight.  A  noble  Speech !  and  well  be¬ 
coming  a  General  of  an  Army,  who  has  the  Good  of  his 
Country  at  Heart,  and  whofe  Soul  is  bent  to  efpoufe  it*s 
Caufe.  When  the  Enemy’s  Army  had  furrounded  him, 
like  a  valiant  Hero  lie  cries  out,  Be  of  good  Courage.  He 
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did  not  ftand  trembling  in  a  Fright,  not  kriowihg  what  to 

do,  br  run  away  with  Fear,  (as  many  have  done  firtce  hk 
Day)  but  puts  on  the  Refolution  of  a  good  Soldier,  faying; 
Let  us  behave  our) elves  valiantly ,  &c.  As  if  he  hdd  faid  ; 
Fellow-Soldiery  we  are  here  lutrounded  with  Enemies; 
they  are  letting  Battle  in  Array  before  us,  we  are  in  a  good 
Caufe,  the  f  iappinefs  of  our  People,  the  Safety  and  Pros¬ 
perity  of  the  Cities  of  our  God  demand  it  at  our  Hands, 
that  we  behave  like  Men,  arid  contend  for  Victory;  with  art 
heroick  Spirit.  Let  us  be  Courageous,  “  for  the  Prefer- 
u  vation  of  ourfelves,  and  all  our  Brethren,  from  that 
utter  Ruin,  which  bur  Enemies  defign  for  us.  Our 
War  is  not  vainly  Undertaken,  to  enlarge  bur  Empire  or 
Glory  ;  but  for  our  own  juft  and  neceflary  Defence,  and 
therefore  we  may  hope  for  God’s  Bleffing  arid  A fli fiance 
in  it. - Let  us  do  our  Parts,  arid  quietly  refer  our- 
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felves  and  the  Everit  to  God’s  good  Pleafure,  which 
“  we  have  no  Reafon  to  diflrufl.”  +  Let  us  exert  bur- 
felves  and  leave  the  Event  with  God.  We  believe  therein 
a  divine  Providence  ;  that  God  fuperintends  the  Affairs  of 
Men,  of  Kingdoms  and  Nations  ;  that  Succefs  in  Wat 
comes  from  him  y  He  can  give  a  Victory,  or  caufe  a  De¬ 
feat  as,  he  pleales,  can /fave  by  few,  as  well  as  by  many* 
Let  us  acknowledge  God’s  Government,  implore  his'  Pre¬ 
fence  and  Affifiance;  and,  exerting  ourfelves,  fubmittd  his 
Will.  Let  us  fFew  ourfelves  Men,  and  if  we  are  meet 
Subjects  for  fuch  a  Bleffing  as  Succefs  and  Vidtory;  God 
will  affuredly  bellow  it  upon  us.  Be  of  good  Courage ,  &c, 
You  are  fenfible,  my  Hearerls,  of  the  Occafion  of  our  com- 
ing.  together  here  at.  this  Time.  And  a  Mari  of  a  fruitful 
Invention  might  fpeak  to  many  Things,  very  ufefully  front 
the  Words  of  my  Text.  But  I  can  only  ohferve  thefe  twtt 
Things  which  I  purpofe  briefly  to  fpeak  to, 
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Soldier  exh  o r ted 


nrjlj  Tha  i’  it  becomes  Men  of  a  military  Character, 
and  filch  as  go  forth  into  pubirck  Service  in  the  De¬ 
fence  of  their  Country,  and  every  Thing  that  is  dear 
to  the  People,  to  be  Courageous,  and  fhevv  a  Valiant 

Mind.  .  v:  •  •  ... 

Secondly ,  That  inch  Men  as  thefe  ought  to  be  vie!! 

eftabliflAl  in  the  Belief  of  Gop’s  governing  Provi- 
t  dence,  and  act  under  a  realizing  Senfe  of  it. 


My  'fir  ft  Obfervation  is, 

Th  at  it  becomes  Men  of  a  military  Character,  and 
fuch  as  go  forth,  into  publick  Service  in  the  Defence  of 
their  Country,  and  every  Thing  that  is  dear  to  theTeople, 

to  be  Courageous,  and  fheW  a  valiant  Mind. 

°  ’  V‘  -  '  '■■■  -  *  ti  c:j  » 

r  •  •  tt  ,v«f  .*l  .  ,  cj  f.  ,(r  s  . 

Surely  Courage  and  Valour  is  a  very  neceffary  Requi- 
fite  in  a  Soldier.,  It  becomes  fuclr,  as  take  up  Arms  to 
afTert  the  Rights  of  an  injured  People  againft  an  encroach¬ 
ing  Enemy,  to  fhew  themfelves  Men,  and  behave  as  be¬ 
comes  thofe  that  are  defirous  of  Succefs  and  Victory, 
though  it  be  with  Danger.  Courage  is  good  in  War,  yea 
in  all  lawful  and  dangerous  Enterprises.’  It  is  what  the 
People,  the  Body-politick  defiire  th6ir>Ar'hYy  and  Forcefe 
may  be  infpir'ed  with,  when  they  go  forth  agrfihft  an  inva¬ 
ding  and  encroaching  Enemy,  Cowardipe  f  retards  every 


?  % 


Thing,  obftrufts  every  Defigrt,  and  gains  np  P6int  j  and 


them  yet,  if  the  Army,  or  thofe  that  lead  forth  the  FI  oft, 
be  Men  of  no  Courage,  and  do  not  profecute  and  carry 
forward  the  well-laid  Schemes,  all  turns  out  to  be  Nothing. 
Alals  !  How  many  Armies  have  been  routed  !  how  many 
Thoufands  of  Men’sLives  loft  !  and  how  manyExpeditions 
entkely  fruitratecl  !  becluie  luch  as  were ?to  head  theAmTy, 
have  been  timorous  and  wanted  Courage  •,  were  afraid  to 
fight  ,  or  perhaps  worfe,  were  deceitful  and  treacherous. 
e  ~  Scrip- 
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Scripture  Biftoryi  informs  us,  how  many  that  have  wanted 
Courage  .have  fled  before  the  Enemy  *,  but  then  what  no¬ 
ble  Feats  does  it  tell  us  fuch  have  done,  who  have  been 
Men  of  Courage  and  a  good  Spirit !  How  did  the  Heroes 
in  the  Ifraelitijh  Nation  drive  out  their  Enemies  before 
them,  fubdue  ftrong  and  potent  Kingdoms,  and  poflfefs 
their  Territories  after  them  !  What  a  Man  of  Courage 
was  King  David  !  How  did  he  fhew  his  Valour  in  many 
Combats  !  how  nobly  did  he  fpirit  his  Army,  and  con- 
drain  them  willingly  to  fhew  themfelves  Men  !  What  a 
Man  of  Courage  was  Jonathan  J  What  wonderful  Things 
did  he  do  by  his  Valour  !  i  Sam.  14.  6,  and  on.  With 
what  a  noble  Spirit  did  Jojhua  lead  forth  the  Armies  of 
Ifrael  againft  the  five  Kings  of  the  Am  or  it  es  !  It  is  true* 
God  told  him  not  to  be  afraid  *,  from  which  I  would  obferve 
here  by  the  Way,  that  Courage  is  a  Gift  of  God.  Such 
was  the  good  Spirit  of  Jofhua ,  Inch  the  Defire  of  his  Soul 
to  conquer  and  fubdue  the  Enemies  of  God’s  People  Ifra- 
ej,  that  he  even  made  Supplication  to  the  God  of  Heaven, 
to  put  forth  his  Hand,  reftrain  the  Courfe  of  Nature,  and 
ftop  the  Chariot  of  the  Sun,  that  fo  he  might  have  Time 
and  Opportunity  to  fubdue  the  Enemies  of  God’s  Peo¬ 
ple.  Noble  was  his  Spirit,  great  his  Refolution,  and  much 
the  Succefs  God  gave  him.  And  it  becomes  all  Men  of  a 
military  Character,  and  fuch  as  go  forth  into  publick  Ser¬ 
vice  in  the  Defence  of  their  Country,  and  every  Thing  that 
is  dear  to  the  People,  t,obe  courageous  and  fhew  a  valiant 
Mind.  Such  as  are  .called  out  to  War  fhould  put  on 
Courage  and  play  the  Man.  Soldiers, fhould  be  Men  of 
Courage,  as  well  as  thofe  that  lead  them  forth,  they  are 
to  exert  themfelves  and  ftrive  for  Victory. 

.  •  •  r 

17?.*  The  Soldier’s  Honour  requires  that  he  be  Coura¬ 
geous  and  behave  with  a  valiant  Mind.  For  a  Man  to  be 
a  Coward  in  the  Field  of  Battle,  is  an  cverlafting  Infamy 
and  Disgrace  9  fuch  a  One  is  defpifed  in  the  Army,,  and 
often  wifhed  out  of  the  Way  *,  but  to  pEy  the  Man  is  the 

Be''  '  \Way 
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W^y  to  gain  Repute,  and  to  have  the  Efteem  of  his  Fel¬ 
low-Soldiers,  to  enjoy  the  Praife  and  good 'Will  of  his 
Country,,  and  the  Memory  of  fuch  will  live  among  Men 
£0  the  after  Generations. 

And, 

2^/y,  1  he  Soldier’s  perform!  Intereft  and  Safety  requires, 
that  he  he  .  Courageous,  and  fhow  a  valiant  Mind.  Whe¬ 
ther  he  bein  theFront  or  in  the  Rear,  upon  the  right  or  left 
W  ing.  Courage  and  Valour  will  contribute  much  to  his 
Intereft  and  Safety.  Whenever  Battle  is  fet  in  Array, 
and  Parties  engage,  there  can  be  no  dire&er  Way  for  an 
Army  to  be  put  to  the  Rout  and  deftroyed  by  the  Wea¬ 
pons  of  their  Eqernies,than  for  them  then  to  want  Courage, 
to  forget  to  fight,  or  turn  the  Back  ;  for  then  they  fall  an 
eafy  Prey  into  the  Hand  of  the  Enemy.  So  that  an  Ar- 
my  $  Safety  and  Succefs  requires,  that  every  one  exert 
nimfelf,  be  Courageous,  and  behave  with  a  valiant  Mind  : 
For  fome  to  be  Cowardly  has  a  Tendency  to  difcourage 
and  dilhearten  others  ;  whereas,  when  Men  behave  with 
Courage  and  Refolution,  they  mightily  fpirit  one  another, 
fire  each  others  Breaft  with  Zeal  to  conquer,  increafe  in  Va¬ 
lour,  and  prefs  on  more  and  more  towards  Victory.  And 
what  can  prevent  the  Succefs  and  Victory  of  thofe  that 
are  Courageous  ?  furely  Nothing,  but  to  be  mightily 
pver-powered  by  Numbers,  or  to  have  the  God  of  Armies 
againlt  them.  And,  I  hope,  it  will  never  bejuftly  faid  of 
a  Son  of  New.- England,  that  he  wanted  Courage  in  the 
Service  of  his  King,  or  was  afraid  to  fight  in  the  juft  De¬ 
fence  of  his  Country. 

3 dly,  Tiiir  Good  of  the  Soldier’s  Country  requires  that 
he  be  Courageous  and  behaves  in  War  with  a  valiant  Mind. 
For  this  End  does  he  go  forth  in  publick  Service,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  Infults  of  his  King’s  and  his  Country’s  Enemies, 
to  reftrain  their  Rage,to  bring  them  toJuftice,and  to  defend 
the  Rights  and  Privileges  or  his  People.  And  if  he  don’t 
manfully  promote  this  Caule,  he  goes  out  in  vain,  and  the 
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Publick  is  not  benefited  by  him.  It  is  true,  vve  have  now 
no  open  War  with  France ,  yet  there  feems  to  be  a  Ne- 
eeflity  of  calling  to  Arms.  Our  French  Neighbours  here 
upon  this  Continent,  which  wifii  us  no  Good,  but  abun¬ 
dance  of  Evil,  are  making  Encroachments  upon  us, 
lay  Claim  to  our  Lands,  and  are  building  Fortifications 
eyen  within  our  Territories  :  And  fhall  we  fet  down  ftill* 
till  they  drive  us  out  of  our  Houfes  ?  No  furely,  it  be¬ 
comes  us  to  arife,  and,  if  poflible,  to  prevent  our  impend¬ 
ing  Ruin.  And  if  their  Progrefs  againft  us  can  he  ftop’d 
no  otherwife,  it  muff  be  at  the  Muzzle  of  our  Guns  and  at 
the  Point  ot  our  Swords.  And  if  our  Forces  that  are  now 
going  forth  fail  of  Courage,  the  publick  Good  will  fufter, 
and  the  Country  fuftain  great  Damage.  Wherefore*  the 
Good  of  the  Soldier’s  Country  requires,  that  he  be  Coura¬ 
geous,  and  behave  in  War  with  a  y^li^nt  Mind.  But 
then.  Courage  is  not  that  is  requisite  in  a  Soldier,  there 
ought  to  be  good  Conduct  alfb  :  Notwithftanding  alt 
I  have  faid  concerning  the  Neceffity  and  Excellency  of 
Courage, in  thofe  that  go  forth  in  the  Service  of  their  King, 
and  the  Defence  of  their  Country  :  I  don’t  mean,  that  they 
fhould  have  fuch  Intrepidity  ot  Mind,  as.  to  be  Fool-hardy. 
This  is  a  certain  Truth,  that  Men  are  not  rafhly  to  run 
into  needlefs  Danger,  or  engage  without  Confideration, 
and  weighing  Things  well  in  theirMinds.  I  here  is  I  /u- 
dence  to  be  ufed,  Advice  to  be  taken,  and  Affairs  aie  to 
be  wifely  managed.  The  Strength  of  the  Enemy  to  be 
known,  if  it  may  be,  when  and  at  what  Place  it  will  be 
be  ft  to  attack  them.  So  that  Men,  who  go  forth  in  the 
Defence  of  their  Country,  fhould  be  Men  ot  Conduct,  as 
well  as  Courage  •,  and  prudently  managing  themielves, 
their  Concerns  and  Bufinefs,  fhould  fhew  themfelves  Men, 
put  on  Courage,  and  behave  valiantly.  Not  that  every. 
privateSoldier  fhould  always  be  confulted, about  every  Step 
that  is  to  be  taken  in  theManagement  of  Affairs, or  need  be 
particularly  convinc’d  as  to  the  Propriety  of  everyCommand 
of  hisOfficer  •,  if  this  was  the  Cafe,fome  would  be  dilputing 
in  their  Minds  (  at  lead  ) when  with  utmqftZeal  they  ought 
to  be  ufing  the  Weapons  of  War,  I HUS 
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Thus  have  I  briefly  confidered,  that  it  becomes  Men  of 
a  military  Charafter,  and  fuch  as  go  forth  into  publick 
Service,  in  the  Defence  of  their  Country,  and  every  Thin 
that  is  dear  to  the  People,  to  be  courageous,  and  fhew 
valiant  Mind, 

I  come  now  to  my  fecond  Obfervation  from  the  Text, 
2.  Obfer.  Th  at  fuch  Men  as  thefe  ought  to  be  well  efta- 
blifh’d  in  the  Belief  of  God’s  governing  Providence,  and 
aft  under  a  realizing  Senfe  of  it.  Be  of  good  Courage 
(  fays  Joab  )  and  let  us  behave  our  [elves  valiantly  for  our 
People.)  and  for  the  Cities  of  our  GOD  ;  and  let  the  Lord 
do  that  which  is  good  in  his  Sight .  This  heroick  General 
believed  there  was  a  divine  Providence  exercifed  over  Men, 
that  Succefs  and  Viftory  were  from  God.  The  Words 
of  our  Text  feem  to  intimate  as  if  Joab  determined  to  aft 
from  a  Principle  cf  Fear  of,  and  Regard  toGoo.  For, fays 
he,  let  the  Lord  do  that  which  is  good  in  his  Sight .  I 
/hall  not  fay  much  of  Joab's  Piety  and  Religion,  but  this 
feems  evident,  that  he  was  a  valiant  Man,  and  a  noble 
General.  It  is  true,  there  may  be  faid  to  be  two  Sorts  of 
Courage  and  Valour  ;  one  arifes  much  from  mechanical 
Principles,  is  much  owing  to  a  particular  Temperament  of 
Body  and  fturdy  Make,  the  God  of  Nature  hath  endowed 
Men  with,  and  is  often  called  natural  Fortitude  ;  the  other 
arifes  from  Principles  of  Religion,  a  true  Fear  of  God, 
and  Defire  to  ferve  him  in  all  Things,  that  his  Caufe  and 
Interefl  calls  for ;  and  may  be  called  a  chriftian  Grace,, 
Both  thefe.  Fortitude  of  Nature,  and  Exercife  of  Grace 
feem  neceffary  to  conftitute  a  Man  really  a  courageous 
Man.  He  can’t  be  truly  fo  without  Principles  of  Religion. 
The  Fear  of  God,  in  the  Heart  of  a  Soldier,  lays  a  Foun¬ 
dation  for  true  Courage  and  Valour.  A  Senfe  of  Duty, 
and  fteady  Belief  of  God’s  governing  Providence,  excites 
^true  Courage  in  him.  This  our  Text  intimates,  and  is 
really  true  in  Faft.  “  The  Fear  of  God  is  ”  a  a  very 
ornamental  ”  Grace,  and  highly  “  beneficial  to  a  Soldier.  ” 
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This  will  animate  him  to  rhk  his  Life  in  the  Service  of  his 
King,  and  the  Defence  of  his  Country.  Without  this,  he 
does  but  ru(h  upon  Death  without  any  Confideration  of  it’s 
Confequences  •,  and  without  a  prevailing  Fear  of  God  up¬ 
on  the  Mind,  it  is  many  to  one,  if  his  Heart  in  die  Hour 
of  Danger  don’t  greatly  fail  him.  Therefore  it  becomes 
Soldiers,  in  order  to  be  truly  Courageous,  to  lee  to  it  that 
they  truly  fear  God  ;  That  they  have  a  Senfe  of  God  and 
Religion  upon  their  Minds.  “  This  only  can  make  Death 
“  fate,  and  juftify  any  Man  in  devoting  himfelf  to  a  Life 
“  of  Dangers.  ”  *  Of  all  Men  in  the  Univerfe,  there  are 
two  Sorts,  itfeems,  fhould  be  more  immediately  under  the 
Influence  of  Religion,  bccaufe  their  Lives  are  fo  much 
more  in  Danger  (  and  perhaps  none  are  lefs  thoughtful,  a- 
bout  it  than  fome  of  thefe  very  Men  )  namely,  the  Sol¬ 
diers  and  the  Sailors.  How  many  gaping  Graves  ready  to 
receive  him  does  the  Sailor  float  over,  thoughtlefs  of  his 
God,  if  not  profaning  his  Name  !  And  how  many  Dan¬ 
gers  is  the  Soldier  expoled  to  ?  How  many  Shafts  of 
Death  are  flying  round  about  him  ?  And  yet  he  never 
thinks  of  making  his  Prayer  to  his  great  Preferver  for  the 
Grace:  of  Courage^  his  Safety  and  Protection.  The  Sol¬ 
dier  that  religioufly  enters  upon  his  Calling,  and  does  it 
upon  right  Principles,  firft  of  all  devotes  his  Life  to  the 
Service '-of  his  GOD  >  and  fecondly,  to  his  King  ,and  Coun¬ 
try,  “  To  rifk  it  then,  when  commanded,  is  the  very 
“  Thing  he  came  out  for  :  Duty  is  to  be  confidered,  and 
“  not  Danger.  If  he  returns,  he  comes  back  with  Honour 
“  and  Satisfaction,  and  Hands  fair  for  Preferment  :  If  he 
H  -falls,  he  dies  greatly,  and  in  a  Manner  not  undefirable  ; 
a  -and  his  Memory  lhall  be  bleffed.”  §  How  much  is  it  to 
be  defined  then,  that  all  fuch  as  enter  upon  a  military  Life 
would  do  it  in  the  Fear  of  God,  and  upon  Principles  of 
Religion  1  What  noble  Service  are  fuch  likely  to  do  for  their 
King  anil  Country  in  their  Day  1  aftd  they  will  find  their^ 
t&wn  great' Account  in  it,  in  the  Flour  of  Death.—  <  <  But 
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But  it  is  not  my  Defign  to  entertain  you  with  a  johl 
Sermon*  and  I  am  forry  mine  has  little  elfe  to  recommend 
it  befides  it’s  Brevity.  I  purpofe  how  to  conclude  my  Dip 
courfe  with  a  particular  Addrefs,  firft*  To  thofe  Gentlemen 
here  prefent  that  are  now  going  forth  as  Officers  in  the 
Army*  and  Commanders  over  thefe  Soldiers.  2dly*  With 
ah  Addrefs  to  the  Soldiers,  and  3ly*To  this  Affembly  ih 
general. 

iff.  I  fhall in  particular  addrefs  myfelf  to  thofe  Gentle¬ 
men  here  prefent,  that  are  now  going  forth  as  Officers  ih 
the  Army,  and  Commanders  over  thefe  Soldiers. 

Gentlemen , 

Inafmuch  as  the  Encroachments  *  of  aur  French  Neigh¬ 
bours  on  this  Continent,  make  it  neceffary  for  us  to  arife 
andLeftir  ourfelves,  to  prevent  InfultS  and  HofUlities  front 
them*  and  to  fecure  our  own  juft  Rights  and  Privileges  ? 
and  as  it  feems  at  this  Day*  that  this  muft  be  done  by 
Force  &nd  Arms  ;  fo  we  look  Upon  it  a«  a  Favour  of  Pro- 
That  you  are  thu§  difpos’d  to  give  up  yourfelves 
to  publick  Service  *  the  Service  of  your  King,  and  the 
Defence  of  your  Country.  That  yott  are  willing  to 
leave  your  Families,  and  at  prefent  quiet  Habitations,*  to 
take  upon  you  the  Fatigues  of  a  military  Life,..  and  it  may ' 
be,  to  jeopard  your  Lives  in  the  high  Places  Of  the  Field* 
We  hope,  Sirs]  it  is  a  Zeal  for  God,  and  . a  true  Love  to 
your  Country,  that  animates  you  to  do  thus.  We  hope 
you  are  going  forth  under  a  realizing  Senfe  that  God 
governs  the  World  ;  that  you  have  your  Eyes  and  Hearts 
tip  to  Him,  as  your  Guide  and  Leader,  and  hope  and 
pray  for  Succefs  and  Profperity  by  the  Smiles  of  his  Pro* 
vidence.  We  truft  you  will,  in  your  particular  Places 
exert  yourfelves  ;  be  Valiant  and  Couragious. :  The  Words 
of  my  Text  tell  you  how  Joab  behaved  in  ftich  a  Cafe  as 
this  ;  and  let  me  recommend  to  you  his  heroiek  Example 
for  your  Imitation.  And  with  an  equal  Spirit  to  his,  do 
you  fay  in  the  Day  of  Battle*  (if  Called  thereto  in  Provi¬ 
dence)  Be  of  good  Courage  $  and  let  us  behave  ourfelves 

vaF 


to  Courage.  ty 


Valiantly  for  our  People,  and  for  the  Cities  of  our  God  % 
And  let  the  Lord  do  that  which  is  good  in  his  Sight 

And  as  you  are  to  Command  and  lead  forth  thefe  our 
Friends  and  Acquaintance  here  prefent,  that  have  inlifted 
themfelves  into  publick  Service,  and  given  lip  themfelves 
to  your  Command  and  Authority  ;  fo  we  expedl  it  at  your 
Hands,  that  you  will  each  one  of  you  care  for  them  as  a 
Father  doth  for  his  Children.  That  you  will  in  all  Things* 
reafonable  and  juft, efpoufe  their  Caufe  and  feek  their  Interefh 

And  as  it  is  a  Thing  too  common  in  Armies,  for  Soldiers 
to  be  loofe  and  profane,  fo  we  hope  you  will  ufe  your  ut- 
moft  Endeavours  to  prevent  Vice  and  Wickednefs  among 
them,  and  inculcate  upon  them  the  Fear  of  God,  and  O- 
bedience  to  his  revealed  Will.  We  are  fo  far  perfwaded  of 
your  Honefty  and  Uprightnefs,  that  we  truft  you  will 
never  injoin  upon  your  Men,-  any  Commands  that  are 
unjuft  or  unreafonable.  And  in  all  Things  reafonable  we 
truft  they  will,  and  fliall  exhort  them  readily  and  chear- 
fully  to  obey  you.  It  it  true,  we  know  both  you  and 
your  Men  muft  be  obedient  to  your  commanding  Officers* 
and  muft  go  forth  at  their  Order,  though  it  be  to  the  Dan¬ 
ger  of  your  Lives  ;  yet  this  you  muft  not  think  hard  of* 
when  the  Caufe  you  are  engaged  in  calls  for  it,  but  go 
Forth  and  (hew  yourielves  Men.  But  then  we  perfwade 
ourfelves,  you  will  never  for  the  Sake  of  obtaining  perfona! 
Honour,  or  for  any  Reward  whatfoever,  facrifice  the  Lives 
of  theie  Men,  when  the  publick  Caufe  and  obtaining  Vic¬ 
tory  does  not  immediately  call  for  it.  * 

Gentlemen , 

We  do  this  Day  fervently  recommend  you  to  the  divine 
Favour  and  Protection,,  and  with  you  a  Blefling  out  of  the 


Houfeof  the  Lord. — 


Y* 
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Secondly ,  I  fhall  addrefs  myfelf  to  the  Soldiers,  now  going 
forth  in  the  Service  of  their  King  and  Country. 

My  Friends ,  To  ferve  your  King  and  your  Country,  is  a 
laudable  Thing,  efpccially  if  you  do  it  with  an  honeft  and 
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uprightMind ;  and  from  Principles  of  Religion.  TheDefence 
ot  your  Country,  is  a  noble  a  glorious  Undertaking  !  It  is 
true,  the  Affair  you  are  engaged  in,  may  be  attended  with 
Difficulty  and  Hardfhip;  but  aSaldier  muft  not  be  difcour- 
aged  at  this.  You  may  meet  with  Fatigue  and  hard-living, 
and  it  will  be  impoffible  even  from  the  Nature  of  Things  to 
help  it  :  But  let  not  this  move  you  from  your  Stedfaftnefs, 
when  the  Good  of  your  Country,  and  the  Security  of  it’s 
Peace  call  for  it.  'You  muft  not  boaft  at  the  putting  on  of 
the  Harnefs  ;  it  will  be  Time  enough  to  do  that,  when 
you  return  with  the  Applaufe  of  Victory,  and  the  Spoil  of 
your  Enemies.  And  let  me  exhort  you,  as  becomes  a 
Minifter  of  Christ  :  Your  Happinefs  and  Welfare  do  I 
wifh  for,  efpecially  the  Salvation  of  your  precious  and  im¬ 
mortal  Souls.  Let  me  exhort  you,  to  go  forth  in  the  Fear 
of  God  -  and  let  his  Fear  be  always  before  your  Eyes. 
Acknowledge  God  in  all  your  Ways,  and  he  will  direct 
your  Paths  for  you.  It  becomes  Soldiers  in  particular  td\ 
fear  God,  and  daily  to  live  under  a  Senfe  of  Religion  ;  and 
when  they  do  fo,  they  may  hope  for  Succefs.  I  advife 
you  to  take  the  Bible  with  you,  that  you  may  read  it  to 
one  another  in  fmall  Societies,  as  Opportunity  may  pre¬ 
fen  t,  as  it  often  does,  (  to  fucli  as  are  well  difpofed  )  in  a 
long  Seige,  or  keeping  Garrifon.  The  Fear  of  God,  and 
a  Senfe  of  Religion  will  be  a  greater  Defence  to  you,  than 
Goliath's  Coat  of  Mail  was  to  him.  To  go  forth  againfi: 
your  Enemies,  as  David  did  again  ft  the  great  Champion  of 
the  Philijtines ,  in  the  Name  of  the  Lord  of  Hefts,  theGoo 
of  the  Armies  of  Ifrael ,  will  be  to  you  a  Helmet,  a*Buck~ 
ler  and  Shield.  Keep  yourfelves  from  thofe  Vices  that  are 
too  common  in  Armies  ;  don’t  drive  God  away  from  you, 
by  your  Profanenefs,  Debauchery  and  Wicked  taels.  Don’t 
giv.e  up  yourfelves  to  Intemperance  ;  or  to  profane  God’s 
holy  Name.  Keep  the  Door  of  thy  Lips ,  fet  a  Watch  be¬ 
fore  thy  Mouth .  Incline  not  thine  Heart  to  my  evil  tfhing, 
to  practice  wicked  Works  with  Men  that  work  Iniquity . 
If  Sinners  intice  thee  con  fen t  then  not.  Be  obedient  to 
L  -  them 
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them,  who  have  the  Command  over  you  ;  and  always 
fubjeit  yourfelves  to  their  lawful  Demands.  Remember 
what  has  been  taught  you,  in  the  preceeding  Difcourfe* 
that  it  becomes  Soldiers  to  be  Valiant  and  Courageous,  and 
that  they  act  upon  Principles  of  Religion.  Bear  it  in 
Mind,  that  true  Courage  arifes  from  the  Fear  of  God  in 
the  Heart :  Let  it  therefore  be  your  great  Care  to  pleafe 
God,  as  well  as  Man.  Let  it  be  your  Defire  and  Care  to 
have  the  Preience  of  God  with  you.  If  the  Captain  o. 
the  Lord’s  Holt  go  forth  with  you,  you  need  not  be 
afraid,  though  your  Enemies  be  as  numerous  as  the  Trees 
of  the  Forreft.  No  doubt  you  all  hope  and  willi  for  Prof*, 
perity  and  Succefs,  there  is  but  one  Way  iff'  which  you 
may  upon  a  good  Foundation  perfonaliy  expect  it,  andtha 
is,  by  your  good  Conduit  and  Behaviour  invite  the  divine 
Prefence  to  be  with  you.  By  the  Fear  of  God,  and  the 
Exercifes  of  Religion  His  Favour  is  fecured,  who  “  cover- 
‘s  eth  the  Head  in  the  Day  of  Battle,  and  crowneth 
“  the  Soldier  with  Succefs  and  Viitory.  ’  The  facred 
Oracles  afford  you  Matter  of  Encouragement,  2  Chron.i 4. 
ii.  And  Afa  cried  unto  the  Lord  his  God,  and  fatd. 
Lord,  it  is  Nothing  with  thee  to  help  whether  with  many, 
or  With  them  that  have,  no  Power  :Jlelp  us  O  Lord  our^ 
God  :  for  we  reft  on  thee,  and  in  thy  Name  we  go  again jt 
this  Multitude.  0  Lord  thou  art  cur  God,  let  not  Man 
prevail  againft  thee.  So  the  Lord  /mote  the  A Ethiopians 
before  Afa ,  and  before  Judah ,  and  tbs  JEthiopans  jled. 
And  I  mu  ft  remind  you,  that  you  have  all  afpiritual  War- 
fare  to  fight.  Your  Souls  have  Enemies  as  well  as  Bodies. 
The  Service  of  your  King,  and  the  Defence  of  your  Coun¬ 
try,  is  not  the  whole  of  your  Duty.  There  is  fomething 
more  •,  you  have  Lulls  to  oppofe,  a  fubtle  Devil  to  con¬ 
tend  with,  and  you  muff  come  off  Conquerors  in  this 
Warfare,  or  there  is  no  Happinefs  to  be  expected  for  you 
in  the  future  World.  See  then  that  you  do  each  one  of 
you  truly  lift  yourfelves  under  JesI/s  Christ,  the  Cap¬ 
tain  of  Man’s  Salvation  >  that  you  refolutely  fight  under. 
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his  Banner,  prove  yourfelves  his  loyal  Subjects ;  that  you 
fight  againft  all  Sin  and  Temptation  •,  watch  unto  Prayer, 
yea  watch  and  pray  that  ye  enter  not  into  Temptation* 
You  mud  obey  both  your  Captains,  your  fpiritual  and 
military  Captain.  The  Gofpel  of  Christ  muft  you  obey, 
and  every  lawful  Command  of  your  Officer  faithfully  ful¬ 
fill.  For  it  is  written,  Obey  every  Ordinance  of  Man ,  for 
the  Lord’s  Sake.  And  fays  the  Apoftle,  The'  Powers  that 
ley  are  ordained  of  God. — Wherefore  ye  tnufl  needs  be  fub - 
yV/7,  not  cnly  for  Wrath ,  but  alfo  for  Conference  fake .  You 
may  carry  on  both  Interefts  at  the  fame  Time.  You  may 
Fear  God,  have  Regard  for  Religion,  mind  the  Things  of 
your  Souls,  and  at  the  fame  Time  fight  manfully  for  the 
Honour  of  your  King  and  Defence  of  your  Country. 
While' thine  Arm  is  handling  the  Weapons  of  War,  thine 
Heart  may  be  meditating  upon  God  and  Religion.  And 
when  you  are  doing  fo,  you  are  mod  likely  to  be  fuccefs- 
full,  and  to  gain  Conqueft  for  both  Worlds.  Therefore, 
my  beloved  Friends,  remember,  I  befeech  you,  the  Word 
of  Exhortation  :  And  you,  as  well  as  your  Officers,  do  we 
this  Day  by  Supplication  to  God,  commit  and  commend 
to  his  Care  and  Bleffing.  And  we  do  it  in  the  Language 
of  the  Pfalmift  ;  Wilt  not  thou ,  O  God,  go  forth  with  our 
1  lofts  ?  Give  us  Help  from  Trouble  :  For  vain  (or  inefficient) 
is  the  Help  of  Man.  Through  God  we  floall  do  valiantly  ; 
Let  Him  arife  and  tread  down  ourEnemies.  Go  forthwith 
Courage,  and  behave  like  Men  ;  and  lean  afiure  you,  in 
Behalf  of  this  People,  That  we  fliall  be  often  mindful  of 
you,  in  our  publick  Prayers  ;  and  from  Time  to  Time 
intreat  that  God  would  be  with  youd 


.  .  .  4  ,  . 

thirdly,  I  fhall  addrefs  myfclf  to  this  People  in  general. 
My  Brethren ,  you  can’t  be  altogether  unacquainted  with  the 
Commotions  there  be  in  this  I  .’and,  and  the  preient  Afpeft 
there  is  of  approaching  Difficulties  to  the  Emglifh  Provin¬ 
ces  and  Colonies  in  North- America:  You  have  heard,  and 
•no  doubt  fomewhat  believe,  that  the  French  are  making 

the 
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the  greateft  Preparations  poffible,  fpeedily  to  iecure  this 
Land  to  themfelves :  That  with  the  utmoft  Power  and 
Diligence,  they  are  fortifying  their  own  Territories,  and 
preparing  for  the  Conqueft  of  the  Englifh.  They  are  daily 
making  Encroachments  upon  us,  filling  their  own  Land, 
and  Part  of  ours  too  with  Troops  :  And  fhall  we  be  re- 
gnrdlefs  of  what  will  be  the  Fate  of  this,  unlefs  timely 
prevented  ?  Is  it  not  Time  that  we  think  of  the  Danger 
we  are  in,  from  our  unfriendly  Neighbours  ?  Have  we 
Nothing  to  lofe  ?  Are  we  willing  to  be  driven  into  the 
Sea,  and  drown’d  ?  Are  we  willing  to  be  bound  to  the  Stake 
and  burnt  ?  This  feems  to  appear  from  the  belt  Intelligence 
we  have  of  the  Condutt  of  the  French ,  that  their  Defign 
is  as  foon  as  poffible  to  change  the  Government  of  thefe 
Provinces  ;  and  if  they  change  the  Government  of  this 
Land,  they  will  the  Religion  of  it  too.  And  are  we  wil¬ 
ling  to  give  up  our  civil  Rights  and  I  rivileges,  and  become 
fubje&ed  to  Tyranny  and  arbitrary  Government  ?  Are  we 
willing  to  give  up  our  Religion,  the  Religion  of  Jesus, 
which  we  now  enjoy  in  it’s  Purity,  and  which  ffiould  be 
more  dear  to  us  than  our  Lives  ?  Are  we  willing  to  give 
up  this  for  Ignorance,  Error  and .  Supcrftition  ?  to  refign 
our  Bibles,  and  contentedly  walk  in  the  dark  ?  In  a  Word, 
have  we  no  Love  to  the  dear  Land  of  out  Nativity  ;  the 
Womb  that  bear  us,  the  fruitful  Land  that  has  fed  and 
nourifhed  us  ?  Can  we  calmly  iubmit  to  give  up  thisLand 
to  ufurping  Powers,  that  our  Fore-fathers  purchafed  for  us 
at  thePrice  of  their  Blood  ?  O!  for  God  s  fake,  let  us  think 
of  our  Danger,  and  labour  to  prevent  our  Ruin.  Let  us 
determine  to  defend  our  Country  though  it  be  at  the  I  rice 
of  our  Blood.  Let  there  not  be  an  unwilling  Mind,  or  a 
faint  Heart  in  any  Son  of  New- England.  Let  fuch  as  are 
willing,  and  may  be  called  to  go  forth  in  the  Defence  of 
their  Country,  go  out  with  Courage  and  Refolution  :  And 
let  fuch  as  had  rather  flay  at  Home,  have  their  Hearts  and 
Hands  open  to  encourage  and  reward  fuch  as  take  up  the 
Weapons.  Let  every  one  in  his  particular  Place  exert 
1  '  himfeip 
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Himfelf  to  promote  the  public  Caufe  :  Your  All  lays  af 
Stake.  ' 

But  what  can  I  do  ?  perhaps  you  will  pcrfonally  fay  *, 
Why  do  your  Part  to  fUpport  theCaufe,  and  animate  one  a- 
nother :  And  in  particular  thefeThings  we  can  and  mud  do* 
As  fir  A 

t.  We  muft  be  much  in  Prayer  to  God  for  his  Guidance 
and  Bleffing,  It  is  God  that  defends  a  People  ;  It  is  he 
that  gives  Succefs  in  all  Enterprizes.  He  fuperintends  all 
the  Affairs  of  Men,  of  Kingdoms,  States  and  Common- 
Wealths.  His  Government  we  are  to  acknowledge,  and 
his  Favour  to  feek  for,  with  our  whole  Heart.  And  great 
is  the  Encouragement  God  is  fetting  before  us  in  his  Word 
to  do  thus  :  And  our  Experience  of  God’s  former  Mercy 
and  Salvation,  may  excite  us  to  put  our  Truft  in  Him  di!!, 
and  hope  for  further  Deliverance.  Let  this  be  our  Prayer, 
Will  not  thou  O  God,  go  forth  with  our  Hefts.  And  let 
former  Succefs,  encourage  us  to  make  it.  Think  with 
Gratitude,  and  hearty  acknowledgement  to  God  upon  the 
Surrender  of  the  potent  City  of  Louijbourg ,  once  to  the  En- 
glifh  Nation  !  And  who  knows  but  Heaven  may  do  the 
like  or  even  greater  Things  again  ?  1 

Secondly , 

2.  We  mud  reform  every  Thing  that  is  amifs  among  us, 
that  fo  our  Sins  may  not  feperate  between  our  God  and 
us,  and  caufe  the  mod  High  to  hide  away  his  Face  from 
us.  We  mud  penitently  confefs  our  Sins,  and  amend  our 
Ways  and  Doings,  that  have  not  been  Good,  The  Lord’s 
Hand  is  not  floor tened  that  it  cannot  fave  :  Neither  his 
Ear  heavy  that  it  cannot  hear .  It  is  Sin  only  that  will 
caufe  a  Defeat  ;  and  we  mud  put  away  our  Sins,  as  ever 
we  would  hope  for  Succefs  and  Profperity  againft  our  Ene¬ 
mies.  Jcffoua  7.  12.  Therefore  the  Children  of  Ifrael  could 
not  /land  before  their  Enemies ,  but  turned  their  Backs  be¬ 
fore  their  Enemies ,  becaufe  they  were  accurfed  :  That  is 
wicked  and  rebellious.  And  thus  hath  the  Lord  faid, 
Ha.  1.19.  If  ye  be  willing  and  obedient ,  ye  ftoall  eat  the  ~ 

Good 


.■  \ .. 


to  Courage. 

Good  of  the  Land.  But  if  ye  refufe  and  rebels  ye  fioall  be  de¬ 
voured  with  the  Sword :  For  the  Mouth  of  the  Lord  hath 
fpoken  it. 

This  was  the  divine  Exhortation  God  fet  before  Ifrael 
of  old,  to  engage  them  to  a  Life  of  Purity,  Lev.  18.  2 6, 
28.  To  /hall  therefore  keep  my  Statutes  and  my  Judgment s9 
and  Jhall  not  commit  any  of  thefe  Abominations  ;  that  is, 
thofe  which  the  Heathen  before  you  have  been  guilty  of. 
Neither  any  of  your  own  Nation ,  nor  any  Stranger  that  fo - 
journeth  among  you  ;• —  That  the  Land  fpue  not  you  out  alfo 
when  ye  defile  it,  as  it  fpued  out  the  Nations  that  w>ere  be¬ 
fore  you .  $  :  .  * 

We  are  not  to  depend  upon  the  Courage  of  our  Army, 
or  the  Holinefs  of  their  Perfons  for  Succefs.  Jonathan  was 
a  worthy  Man,  yet  he  fell  in  Battle  *,  and  Ifrael  were  put  to 
Flight  before  their  Enemies,  becaufe  of  Sin,  and  their  Un- 
worthinefs  of  Victory. 

Let  us  put  away  our  Sins,  and  labour  to  be  meet  Sub¬ 
jects  for  divine  Favour,  Protection  and  Succefs..  And  in 
fuch  a  Day  as  this  is,  the  People  as  well  as  Soldiers  ought 
to  put  on  Refolution,  and  behave  with  a  good  Spirit.  It 
ought  to  be  their  great  Care  and  Defire,  to  have  the  Pre- 
fence  of  God  with  their  Armies. 

I  clofe  with  faying, 

GOD  five  the,  KING*,  fudged'  his  Arms 

* 

and  defend  his  Dominions, 


A  M  E  N. 
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